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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
August 21, 2025 at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Jacksonville Symphony Appoints Principal and Assistant Librarians 
 

What: The Jacksonville Symphony has appointed Benjimen Neal as Principal Librarian and Dr. Shannon 

Lockwood as Assistant Librarian ahead of the 2025/26 Season. Both bring impressive backgrounds in 

performance libraries and orchestral music, and the Symphony is excited to welcome them to manage 

this vital part of its operations. 

 

When: Neal and Lockwood officially join the staff this month in advance of the Symphony’s 2025/26 

Season opening in September. 

 

About Benjimen Neal: 

Neal is an accomplished performance librarian with extensive experience at major music institutions. He 

currently serves as Head Librarian for the Aspen Music Festival and School, overseeing preparation for 

all festival programs, including mainstage concerts, operas, musicals and contemporary ensemble 

performances. He also works as a Library Fellow with the Civic Orchestra of Chicago, handling all aspects 

of music preparation and administration. His past roles include Ensemble Library Intern at Interlochen 

Center for the Arts, where he supported a wide range of ensembles and collaborated closely with 

conductors and faculty. Neal holds a Bachelor of Music in Music Industry and Clarinet from Middle 

Tennessee State University, where he completed an honors thesis on classification systems used in U.S. 

performance libraries. 

 

About Dr. Shannon Lockwood: 

Lockwood is a distinguished cellist and educator with degrees from the University of Denver and the 

University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music. She has performed with the Colorado and 

Jacksonville Symphonies and appeared as a soloist with the Jacksonville University Orchestra. With more 

than a decade of academic teaching experience, a deep knowledge of symphonic repertoire and prior 

work in performance libraries, Lockwood brings a strong combination of expertise to the Symphony’s 

library team. 

 
For more information and to view the full list of the Jacksonville Symphony’s staff and musicians, visit 

JaxSymphony.org.   
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