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Jacksonville Symphony Principal Cellist Alexei Romanenko Takes Center Stage

Jacksonville, Fla. (November 12, 2024) — The Jacksonville Symphony presents its fourth Florida
Blue Classical concert of the season with “Alexei Plays Dvorak” on November 22 and 23, led by
Music Director Courtney Lewis and featuring the Florida premiere of Angel Lam’s “Please let there
be a paradise...,” Ralph Vaughan Williams’ Symphony No. 4 and Antonin Dvorak’s Cello Concerto
performed by Principal Cellist Alexei Romanenko.

The concert highlights long-time Jacksonville Symphony principal musician Alexei Romanenko
with a performance of Dvorak’s Cello Concerto. This piece is one of the most celebrated and
gorgeous pieces of cello repertoire, leaving audiences enthralled by its lively rhythms and
passionate themes. “Owing to his circumstances and the intensity and contrast of moods in the
piece, it seems apparent that Dvorak poured his heart out in his Cello Concerto. Therefore, itis
incumbent upon the performer to do the same,” said Romanenko.

As a partner of the Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation Orchestral Commission program, the
Jacksonville Symphony welcomes composer Angel Lam and her piece “Please let there be a
paradise...” for its Florida premiere. “The Symphony is looking forward to performing this new work
by Lam,” says Lewis. “It's always a thrill to perform a new piece of music as the audience embarks
on a journey of discovery together -- creating a unique shared experience in the hall.”

Full of complex rhythms and exuberant sounds, Vaughan Williams’ Symphony No. 4 complements
the program. The boisterous nature of this work is known to captivate audiences and presents the
opportunity to experience musicians playing in a vigorous manner. Softer melodies are weaved
amongst each movement, resulting in a thrilling journey of music for all.

The upcoming month of December will focus on the Symphony’s Holiday Specials, making this
program the last classical concert of 2024.Tickets are available at JaxSymphony.org or by calling
the Box Office at 904.354.5547.

About the Jacksonville Symphony

The Jacksonville Symphony is North Florida’s leading nonprofit performing arts organization
offering live performances at Jacoby Symphony Hall in the Jacksonville Center for the Performing
Arts and other venues throughout the area. Led by President and CEO Steven Libman and Music
Director Courtney Lewis, the Jacksonville Symphony reaches over 165,500 individuals through
over 95 performances each season. In addition, the Symphony provides music instruction for
youth and operates the Jacksonville Symphony Youth Orchestras. For more information about the
Symphony, visit JaxSymphony.org.
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