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Welcome
I’d like to welcome you to the Jacksonville Symphony’s 74th season. 
It’s a season that represents what the Jacksonville Symphony is all 
about: creating concert experiences that will enrich your life with 
inspirational performances of the very best music.
 
It’s a season full of the music you know and love, performed by  
an orchestra that reaches new heights of artistic excellence  
every year. I can’t wait to share the stage with many great guest 
instrumentalists and conductors from all over the world. As we 
continue to commission internationally renowned composers to 
write music especially for Jacksonville, I’m really looking forward  
to opening the season with a brand-new organ concerto by  
Lowell Liebermann, featuring our mighty Bryan Concert Organ.
 
Over the next few seasons, I’ll be introducing you to more music 
from my home, the British Isles. I know you’ll love our program  
of Edward Elgar, Ralph Vaughan Williams and William Walton,  
featuring our concertmaster, Adelya Nartadjieva, as soloist.  
We open the season with what is perhaps my favorite symphony  
of all, Robert Schumann’s Second, and we’ll also perform the  
Jacksonville Symphony’s premiere of Gustav Mahler’s Sixth.
 
I believe symphonic music has the power to transport us to  
another world and to inspire us in ways that few other art forms 
can. Whether we’re listening to a symphony, a Pops show or  
enjoying the stirring melodies of a film score, orchestral music  
can fill us with a sense of wonder and awe, reminding us of the  
limitless potential of the human spirit. This season has everything 
you need for those experiences. I can’t wait to share it with you!

Season
Highlights
2023/24

Rhapsody in Blue 
Turns 100!
100 years. That’s how long George 
Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue has 
brought its explosive joy and heart-
stirring melodies to the lives of 
listeners. Phenom pianist Conrad 
Tao, Music Director Courtney Lewis 
and the Symphony honor Gershwin’s 
masterpiece that radiates vivid jazz  
and blues themes in a program that  
also highlights the lush pieces of  
Jessie Montgomery, Sergei 
Rachmaninoff and Carl Nielsen.  

Courtney Lewis
Music Director, Haskell Endowed Chair
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Dynamic 
Programming
The Florida Blue Classical Series is  
lavish with thrilling concertos from 
Sergei Rachmaninoff, Johannes  
Brahms and Samuel Barber as well  
as blockbuster symphonies by Ludwig 
van Beethoven, Robert Schumann and 
Gustav Mahler. The series spotlights  
exceptional guest artists like organist 
Paul Jacobs; pianists Simone 
Dinnerstein, Joyce Yang and Conrad  
Tao; and conductors Jeannette Sorrell, 
Anna Rakitina and Jonathon Heyward.   

For all the other genres close to 
your heart, there are exhilarating 
Paysafe Pops Series concerts with 
the Symphony that bring them to life. 
Celebrate your favorite artists in tributes 
like The Music of Earth, Wind and Fire, 
The Music of John Williams, Women 
Rock! and other collaborative programs 
that showcase Prince, Elvis, Queen,  
Paul McCartney and so many more  
for extraordinary moments ready to  
be remembered.   

David M. Hicks  
Piano Series
Award-winning pianists Simone 
Dinnerstein, Joyce Yang and Conrad  
Tao join the Symphony for three 
programs featuring a lineup of 
breathtaking masterpieces played  
on the Jacksonville Symphony’s 
stunning Steinway concert grand  
piano. Spanning a colorful spectrum  
of classical repertoire, this series  
brings maestros and masters together 
for an unforgettable season of 
symphonic music.  

•
Conrad
Tao
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Commissioning 
the Brightest 
Composers
In this season’s remarkable lineup of 
historic masterpieces, new music  
makes history of its own with not one 
but two world premieres. First up is 
Lowell Liebermann’s Organ Concerto, 
a perfect match for GRAMMY® Award-
winning Paul Jacobs, who brings his  
awe-inspiring genius to the colossal 
Bryan Concert Organ. Later in the 
season, Courtney Bryan returns for the 
world premiere of another Jacksonville 
Symphony commission, showcasing her 
virtuosity as “a composer of panoramic 
interests” (New York Times). 

Opera: Carmen
Love, passion, devotion and drama are 
just a few emotions that describe one  
of the greatest operas ever composed 
and a fixture in opera houses worldwide: 
Georges Bizet’s Carmen. Step inside 
Jacoby Symphony Hall and be immersed 
in a journey that will capture your heart 
with its romantic, fiery story. 

[left to right] Music Director Courtney Lewis, Concertmaster Adelya Nartadjieva,  
Assistant Conductor Grant O’Brien and Associate Conductor Kevin Fitzgerald

The Artistic 
Leadership Team
Global experience, resplendent 
creativity and profound artistic vision 
form an indelible partnership in the 
Jacksonville Symphony’s Artistic 
Leadership Team, effecting dynamic 
performances, vibrant concerts 
and unforgettable symphonic 
experiences inside Jacoby 
Symphony Hall (pictured right). 

New This Season:
Sunday Jazz
Savor your Sunday with the riveting 
rhythms of swing and other jazz 
tunes performed by sensational local 
and national talent. Experience the 
magnitude of jazz with an invigorating 
big band concert, an intimate trio 
performance and a finale spotlighting 
today’s most groundbreaking jazz 
stars. From exhilarating moments of 
improv to splashy riffs that sing from 
the stage, discover even more of what 
Jacksonville’s musical culture has to offer 
and explore an entirely new world of 
music inside Jacoby Symphony Hall. 



“
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Beethoven, 
Schumann &
Liebermann
Friday, September 29 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, September 30 7:30 p.m.
•
Courtney Lewis
Conductor
Paul Jacobs
Organ
•
Ludwig van Beethoven
Leonore Overture No. 2
Lowell Liebermann
Organ Concerto (world premiere,  
Jacksonville Symphony commission)
Robert Schumann
Symphony No. 2

Music Director Courtney Lewis and  
the Symphony open the season with  
a major new commission: an organ  
concerto by award-winning composer  
Lowell Liebermann, performed by Paul  
Jacobs, the first organist ever to win a 
GRAMMY®. Expressive melodies, lush  
orchestrations and virtuosity are hallmarks 
of Liebermann’s music. The evening opens 
by highlighting Beethoven’s masterful  
musical storytelling in Leonore Overture  
No. 2 and concludes with Schumann’s  
cheerful Second Symphony. 

Beethoven, Brahms
& Dinnerstein
Friday, October 20 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 21 7:30 p.m.
•
Courtney Lewis
Conductor
Simone Dinnerstein
Piano
•
Nina Shekhar
Lumina
Ludwig van Beethoven
Symphony No. 4
Johannes Brahms
Piano Concerto No. 2

Award-winning pianist Simone Dinnerstein  
returns to the Jacoby Symphony Hall  
stage to showcase the virtuosity and  
lyrical expressiveness of Brahms’ titanic 
Second Piano Concerto, a piece full of both 
elegance and majesty. Beethoven’s Fourth 
provides the perfect complement with  
its liveliness. Opening this blockbuster  
program is Nina Shekhar’s Lumina in  
which the young composer explores dense  
harmonies measured against bright timbres 
and sharp attacks. 

Part of the David M. Hicks Piano Series

Mahler’s Symphony 
for Alma
Friday, November 10 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, November 11 7:30 p.m.
•
Courtney Lewis
Conductor
•
Gustav Mahler
Symphony No. 6

Join Music Director Courtney Lewis and 
the Symphony on a ride through Mahler’s 
powerful story with themes of love and  
fate. Dramatic musical conflict coupled with 
moments of serene calm and the finale’s 
“Alma theme” sweeps the audience into a 
profound emotional journey.

•
Paul
Jacobs

•
Simone
Dinnerstein

•
Courtney
Lewis

The Classical Series  
showcases our Symphony  
at its finest. The works of  
the classical masters and  
contemporary composers  
allow us to express the range 
of emotions that define the 
human experience.”
Rhonda Cassano Flute
Dr. Hugh A. Carithers Endowed Chair

Florida Blue
Classical Series



Tchaikovsky &
Barber
Friday, December 1 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 2 7:30 p.m.
•
Kevin Fitzgerald
Conductor
Joyce Yang
Piano
•
Erich Wolfgang Korngold
Dramatic Overture
Samuel Barber
Piano Concerto
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
Symphony No. 4

Tour-de-force pianist Joyce Yang returns  
to the Symphony with Barber’s lyrical and 
rich piano concerto, a lustrous showcase  
for both piano and pianist. Tchaikovsky’s 
Fourth Symphony places the brass section 
at the heart of this piece that shepherds 
the audience from a dramatic and stormy 
beginning to a triumphant and celebratory 
conclusion.  

Part of the David M. Hicks Piano Series

Rhapsody in Blue  
& Rachmaninoff
Friday, January 5 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, January 6 7:30 p.m.
•
Courtney Lewis
Conductor
Conrad Tao
Piano
•
George Gershwin
Rhapsody in Blue
Jessie Montgomery
Strum
Sergei Rachmaninoff
Piano Concerto No. 4
Carl Nielsen
Symphony No. 4,
“The Inextinguishable”

It’s Rhapsody in Blue’s 100th birthday!  
The Symphony welcomes back brilliant 
pianist Conrad Tao to throw Gershwin’s 
jazzy masterpiece the party of the century. 
Adding to the celebration, Tao will also play 
Rachmaninoff’s Fourth Piano Concerto,  
a rich and sweeping soundscape full  
of the composer’s hallmark virtuosity. 
Rounding out this blockbuster program 
are Jessie Montgomery’s pulsating piece, 
Strum, and Carl Nielsen’s dramatic  
“Inextinguishable Symphony.” 

Part of the David M. Hicks Piano Series

Mozart, Vivaldi &
Handel
Friday, January 26 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, January 27 7:30 p.m.
•
Jeannette Sorrell
Conductor
Jacksonville Symphony Chorus
University of North Florida Chorale
•
George Frideric Handel
Zadok the Priest 
George Frideric Handel
Selections from Royal Fireworks Music
Antonio Vivaldi (arr. Jeannette Sorrell)
La folia (Madness)
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Overture from Don Giovanni
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Mass in C major, “Coronation Mass”

A program fit for kings and queens,  
Handel’s Zadok and Royal Fireworks Music, 
and Mozart’s Mass in C major were all 
created to honor monarchs of their day. 
The Symphony also performs music about 
the slippery slope that comes with power 
in Vivaldi’s La folia and Mozart’s Overture 
from the dastardly Don Giovanni. Jeannette 
Sorrell, founder and artistic director of  
the Cleveland-based Baroque orchestra, 
Apollo’s Fire, returns to Jacksonville to lead 
this explosive program. 

Rachmaninoff’s
Second Symphony
Friday, February 16 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, February 17 7:30 p.m.
•
Anna Rakitina
Conductor
•
Sergei Rachmaninoff
Vocalise
Sergei Rachmaninoff
Symphony No. 2

Conductor Anna Rakitina makes her  
debut with the Symphony for one of the 
greatest of all late Romantic symphonies, 
Rachmaninoff’s Second. The second  
movement’s stunningly gorgeous string 
melodies are hallmark Rachmaninoff, and 
the final movement radiates triumphant 
resolution. Rakitina and the Symphony  
set the stage with one of Rachmaninoff’s 
most tender and longing miniatures,  
his famous Vocalise.

Saint-Saëns’ Organ 
Symphony
Friday, March 8 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 9 7:30 p.m.
•
Courtney Lewis
Conductor
•
Maurice Ravel
La valse
Courtney Bryan
Commission (world premiere,  
Jacksonville Symphony commission)
Camille Saint-Saëns
Symphony No. 3, “Organ Symphony”

Saint-Saëns created one of the most  
unique symphonies ever written by  
bringing the awe-inspiring power of the 
concert organ to his Third Symphony.  
Hear the passionate melodies of the Bryan 
Concert Organ alongside the full forces 
of the Symphony in a program that also 
features Ravel’s use of nostalgia and  
irony in La valse, and composer Courtney 
Bryan’s return to Jacksonville for the world 
premiere of a new work commissioned 
by Music Director Courtney Lewis and the 
Jacksonville Symphony. 

The Pines &  
Fountains of Rome
Friday, April 26 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 27 7:30 p.m.
•
Jonathon Heyward
Conductor
•
Adolphus Hailstork
Epitaph for a Man Who Dreamed
Michael Daugherty
American Gothic
Ottorino Respighi
Fountains of Rome
Ottorino Respighi
Pines of Rome

Newly appointed Music Director of the  
Baltimore Symphony, Jonathon Heyward 
makes a triumphant return to Jacksonville 
for Respighi’s masterpieces, Pines and  
Fountains of Rome. These stunning works 
reveal Respighi’s brilliant brushstrokes in 
painting scenes of the majesty of nature 
and dancing water. The program opens 
with two giants among today’s living  
composers: Hailstork’s powerful homage  
to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and other  
civil rights leaders, followed by Michael 
Daugherty’s American Gothic, a work of 
irrepressible fun that brings the iconic art  
of Grant Wood to life. 
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•
Joyce
Yang

•
Conrad
Tao

•
Jeannette
Sorrell

•
Anna
Rakitina

•
Courtney
Bryan

•
Jonathon
Heyward
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Carmen
Georges Bizet

Adelya Plays  
The Lark Ascending
Friday, May 17 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 18 7:30 p.m.
•
Courtney Lewis
Conductor
Adelya Nartadjieva
Violin
•
Edward Elgar
In the South
Ralph Vaughan Williams
The Lark Ascending
William Walton
Symphony No. 1

Concertmaster Adelya Nartadjieva  
takes center stage for Vaughan Williams’ 
soaring The Lark Ascending. Elgar’s love  
letter to Italy and its musical traditions 
opens the program with its sunny,  
Mediterranean-inspired themes. In a  
powerful conclusion, the bold and  
innovative use of orchestral color in  
Walton’s First Symphony draws this  
dynamic program to a sonorous,  
thrilling close.       

Symphonie
Fantastique
Friday, June 7 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 8 7:30 p.m.
•
Courtney Lewis
Conductor
•
Thomas Adès
The Exterminating Angel Symphony
Hector Berlioz
Symphonie fantastique

Join Music Director Courtney Lewis and 
the Symphony in closing this blockbuster 
season with one of Jacksonville’s  
favorites: Berlioz’s wildly imaginative  
Fantastic Symphony. A bedrock of the  
Romantic Era, this saga uses music to  
paint a love-stricken artist’s journey  
from a serene countryside to a whirling 
dervish conclusion. The program  
opens with another storytelling work:  
gripping orchestral music from  
Thomas Adès’ masterpiece opera,  
The Exterminating Angel. 

Opera

Friday, April 12 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 14 3:00 p.m.
•
Courtney Lewis
Conductor
Gregory Keller
Stage Director

•
Adelya
Nartadjieva

•
Courtney
Lewis

“Carmen has everything you  
want from an opera: high drama, 
passionate characters, a love story…
and it’s absolutely packed with  
great melodies” (Classic FM).
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Holiday Pops
Thursday, December 7 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, December 8 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 9 3:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 10 3:00 p.m.
•
Tim Hankewich
Conductor
Ryan Silverman
Vocalist
Jacksonville Symphony Chorus
Dancers from Douglas Anderson
School of the Arts

Jacksonville’s most vibrant holiday tradition 
returns with guest conductor Tim Hankewich, 
Broadway veteran Ryan Silverman,  
the Symphony Chorus and dancers from 
Douglas Anderson School of the Arts.  
Celebrate “The Most Wonderful Time of  
the Year” and rejoice in holiday classics  
as a stunning indoor snowfall swirls all 
around Jacoby Symphony Hall and the 
stage sparkles under the spotlight to  
discover true, magical wonder this  
holiday season. 

Star Wars & More: 
The Music of
John Williams!
Friday, November 3 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, November 4 7:30 p.m.
•
Kevin Fitzgerald
Conductor

Join the Symphony for a symphonic  
program featuring iconic film scores  
performed live, including music from  
all three Star Wars trilogies, Jurassic Park, 
Jaws and much more. This fast-paced,  
fun-packed program explores the genius  
of this legendary film composer and  
transforms Jacoby Symphony Hall into  
“a galaxy far, far away.” 

The Music of 
Earth, Wind &  
Fire Featuring  
Serpentine Fire
Friday, October 6 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 7 7:30 p.m.
•
Kevin Fitzgerald
Conductor

“Do you remember the 21st night of  
September?” Move and groove to the 
legendary hits of GRAMMY® Award-winning 
and Rock & Roll Hall of Fame inductees 
Earth, Wind & Fire! The Symphony and  
celebrated vocalists bring their musical 
magic to life in an invigorating fusion of 
funk, soul, jazz and pop, transforming  
Jacoby Symphony Hall into a “Boogie 
Wonderland.” 

Paysafe
Pops Series

“ Music has this amazing 
way of stirring something 
inside you that goes  
beyond words. The Pops 
Series opens the door 
for infinite experiences 
through a vibrant expanse 
of genres, textures and 
colors, revealing just how 
versatile the Symphony 
can be.”
Anthony Anurca Acting Principal Bassoon
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Rodgers &
Hammerstein
Celebration!
Friday, March 22 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 23 7:30 p.m.
•
Kevin Fitzgerald
Conductor
Ashley Brown
Vocalist 
Jordan Donica
Vocalist
Jacksonville Symphony Chorus

The scores of Broadway dynamos Richard 
Rogers and Oscar Hammerstein come alive 
with more impact than ever before in this 
tribute performance spotlighting the  
monumental scores of legendary musicals 
like The Sound of Music, Carousel and 
South Pacific. The Symphony and  
returning Broadway stars Ashley Brown  
and Jordan Donica will immerse you in the 
musical stories of these famous maestros. 

Let’s Misbehave:
Tony DeSare 
Sings Cole Porter
Friday, April 19 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 20 7:30 p.m.
•
Grant O’Brien
Conductor
Tony DeSare
Piano & Vocalist
Bria Skonberg 
Trumpet & Vocalist
John Manzari 
Tap Dancer & Vocalist

Cole Porter’s sophisticated, sexy and 
timeless songs continue to inhabit a unique 
place in society and the Great American 
Songbook. It’s no wonder his work has 
been interpreted by countless artists across 
multiple decades. Join Tony DeSare with a 
smashing trumpeter and exhilarating tap 
dancer as they give a fresh spin on such 
hits as “Night and Day,” “I Get a Kick Out 
of You,” “I’ve Got You Under My Skin,” “It’s 
De-Lovely” and “You’re the Top.” 

Music of the 
Knights: Paul  
McCartney, Elton 
John & Andrew 
Lloyd Webber
Friday, February 23 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, February 24 7:30 p.m.
•
Kevin Fitzgerald
Conductor

Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber, Sir Elton John 
and Sir Paul McCartney are not only 
knights—they also happen to be three of 
the most successful songwriters of all time 
with careers that span decades. Music of 
the Knights® honors their lasting musical 
influence with songs like “Memory,” “I Don’t 
Know How to Love Him,” “Don’t Cry for Me, 
Argentina,” “The Phantom of the Opera,” 
“Circle of Life,” “Can You Feel the Love 
Tonight,” “Your Song,” “Don’t Let the Sun Go 
Down on Me,” “Yesterday” and “Hey Jude.” 

Women Rock!
The Music of  
Carole King,  
Pat Benatar, 
Heart & More
Friday, January 12 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, January 13 7:30 p.m.
•
Grant O’Brien
Conductor

Carole King, Tina Turner, Janis Joplin and  
Pat Benatar are just a few of the women 
who forever transformed Rock and Roll  
and the world with their music. In this  
electrifying performance celebrating 
female icons, experience empowering and 
revolutionary hits like “What’s Love Got to 
Do with It,” “These Dreams,” “Hit Me with 
Your Best Shot,” “Both Sides Now” and so 
many others. The Symphony joins forces 
with compelling guest vocalists to play loud 
and proud as you sing along and dance the 
night away. 

The King,  
Queen & Prince  
of Rock & Roll
Friday, February 2 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, February 3 7:30 p.m.
•
Grant O’Brien
Conductor

With a combined total of 39 number one 
hits on Billboard’s Top 100, Elvis (The King), 
Queen and Prince are musical royalty. 
The Symphony, with powerhouse guest 
vocalists and an epic guitarist, honor these 
legendary artists with songs like Elvis’  
“Can’t Help Falling in Love” and “Don’t Be 
Cruel;” Queen’s “Somebody to Love” and 
“We Will Rock You;” and Prince’s “When 
Doves Cry,” “1999” and “Kiss.” Electrifying 
riffs, heart-throbbing drumbeats and  
reverberating vocals rule in this tribute  
to three crown jewels of rock and roll. 

•
Kevin
Fitzgerald
Associate Conductor
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Dancin’ in  
the Streets:  
The Sounds  
of Motown
Friday, May 10 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 11 7:30 p.m.
•
Kevin Fitzgerald
Conductor

From 1961 to 1971, Motown Records  
produced over 100 songs in the  
Top 10. Relive this golden age as the  
Symphony and dynamic guest vocalists 
pay tribute to brilliant soul artists like Marvin 
Gaye, the Four Tops, The Temptations 
 and Smokey Robinson. Heralded as the 
“hallmark of American pop, soul and R&B” 
(MasterClass), marvel at the legacy of  
Motown that continues to shine now  
and forever. 

Michael  
Cavanaugh:  
The Music of  
Billy Joel & More
Friday, May 31 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 1 7:30 p.m.
•
Grant O’Brien
Conductor
Michael Cavanaugh
Piano & Vocalist

Back by popular demand, Michael  
Cavanaugh has been praised for bringing 
smooth vocals, charismatic style and fiery 
flair to Billy Joel’s most beloved songs and  
is called “the new voice of the American  
Rock and Roll Songbook” by Billboard. 
Handpicked by Joel himself to star in  
the hit Broadway musical Movin’ Out,  
Cavanaugh received both Tony� and  
GRAMMY� nominations for his role. 
Chart-toppers like “Piano Man,” “Uptown 
Girl” and “New York State of Mind”  
performed with the full power of the  
Symphony will have you rocking, rolling  
and wanting more. 

E.T. the
Extra-Terrestrial
Friday, September 22 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, September 23 7:00 p.m.
•
Kevin Fitzgerald
Conductor

Director Steven Spielberg’s heartwarming 
masterpiece is one of the brightest stars  
in motion picture history. Filled with  
unparalleled magic and imagination,  
E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial follows the  
moving story of a lost little alien who 
befriends a 10-year-old boy named Elliott. 
Experience all the mystery and fun of their 
unforgettable adventure in the beloved 
movie that captivated audiences around 
the world, complete with John Williams’ 
Academy Award®-winning score performed 
live by a full symphony orchestra in sync to 
the film projected on a huge HD screen!

E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial is a trademark and copyright  
of Universal Studios. Licensed by Universal Studios.  
All Rights Reserved.

Symphonic Night
at the Movies

Sponsored by

Home Alone
Friday, November 17 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, November 18 7:00 p.m.
•
Grant O’Brien
Conductor
Jacksonville Symphony Chorus

A true holiday favorite, this beloved comedy 
classic features renowned composer John 
Williams’ charming and delightful score 
performed live to picture by the Jacksonville 
Symphony. Macaulay Culkin stars as  
Kevin McCallister, an 8-year-old boy  
who’s accidentally left behind when his 
family leaves for Christmas vacation,  
and who must defend his home against  
two bungling thieves. Hilarious and  
heart-warming, Home Alone is holiday  
fun for the entire family!

© 1990 Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation.  
All rights reserved.

Harry Potter and 
the Half-Blood 
Prince™ in Concert
Friday, March 15 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 16 7:00 p.m.

Introducing Harry Potter and the Half-Blood 
Prince™ in Concert to the Harry Potter™ Film 
Concert Series. Audiences can relive the 
magic of Harry’s sixth year at Hogwarts™ 
School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, set to 
the music of Nicholas Hooper performed 
by the Jacksonville Symphony. Watch Harry 
become a wiz at potions, win Felix Felicis 
and uncover the meaning of Horcruxes! 

WIZARDING WORLD and all related trademarks, characters, 
names, and indicia are © & ™ Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. 
Publishing Rights © JKR. (s23)

Full Series
$231 • $195 • $150 • $87

Single Tickets
$85 • $72 • $55 • $32
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GREG ZELEK IN RECITAL
Saturday, October 14 7:30 p.m.
•
Greg Zelek 
Organ

BRASS,  ORGAN &  
PERCUSSION
Saturday, February 10 7:30 p.m.
•
Joshua Stafford 
Organ
Kevin Fitzgerald 
Conductor

ORGAN CHAMBER MUSIC
Saturday, May 4 7:30 p.m.
•
Greg Zelek 
Organ
Grant O’Brien 
Conductor
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CONCERT ORGAN SERIES
Take a journey to the heart of Jacoby Symphony Hall and discover  

a true historical monument: the Symphony’s Bryan Concert Organ.  

Find yourself immersed in wonder with three riveting performances, 

each designed to highlight the organ’s versatile musical power.  

Hear its melodies transform from intimate and colorful to grand  

and thunderous! 

Sponsored by JF Bryan

Full Series
$150 • $126 • $96 • $72

Single Tickets
$57 • $47 • $37 • $27

•
Greg
Zelek

“ Symphonic art enhances 
people’s lives and forms 
the foundation of all the 
melodies we hear today. 
The energy we receive 
from our audiences is 
nothing short of inspiring 
and reminds us that music 
makes a monumental  
impact, one note at a time.”
Kevin Karabell Principal Trumpet

ABOVE & BEYOND
These original series offer additional opportunities to  
enjoy the Jacksonville Symphony in unexpected ways.

•  CONCERT ORGAN SERIES
•  COFFEE SERIES
•  SYMPHONY IN 60 SERIES
•  JAZZ SERIES

2023/24 Season  •  18
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COFFEE SERIES
Fridays at 11:00 a.m.

STAR WARS & MORE:  
THE MUSIC OF  
JOHN WILLIAMS!
Friday, November 3 11:00 a.m.
•
Kevin Fitzgerald
Conductor

Join the Symphony for a symphonic  
program featuring iconic film scores  
performed live, including music from  
all three Star Wars trilogies, Jurassic Park, 
Jaws and much more. This fast-paced,  
fun-packed program explores the genius  
of this legendary film composer and  
transforms Jacoby Symphony Hall into  
“a galaxy far, far away.” 

RODGERS & HAMMERSTEIN
CELEBRATION!
Friday, March 22 11:00 a.m.
•
Kevin Fitzgerald
Conductor
Ashley Brown
Vocalist 
Jordan Donica
Vocalist

The scores of Broadway dynamos Richard 
Rogers and Oscar Hammerstein come  
alive with more impact than ever before in 
this tribute performance spotlighting the 
monumental scores of legendary musicals 
like The Sound of Music, Carousel and 
South Pacific. The Symphony and the  
return of Broadway stars Ashley Brown  
and Jordan Donica will immerse you in the 
musical stories of these famous maestros. 

HOLIDAY POPS
Friday, December 8 11:00 a.m.
•
Tim Hankewich
Conductor
Ryan Silverman
Vocalist

Jacksonville’s most vibrant holiday tradition 
returns with guest conductor Tim Hankewich 
and Broadway veteran Ryan Silverman.  
Celebrate “The Most Wonderful Time of  
the Year” and rejoice in holiday classics  
as a stunning indoor snowfall swirls all 
around Jacoby Symphony Hall and the 
stage sparkles under the spotlight to  
discover true, magical wonder this  
holiday season. 

LET’S MISBEHAVE:  
TONY DESARE SINGS  
COLE PORTER
Friday, April 19 11:00 a.m.
•
Grant O’Brien
Conductor
Tony DeSare
Piano & Vocalist
Bria Skonberg
Trumpet & Vocalist
John Manzari
Tap Dancer & Vocalist

Cole Porter’s sophisticated, sexy and 
timeless songs continue to inhabit a unique 
place in society and the Great American 
Songbook. It’s no wonder his work has 
been interpreted by countless artists across 
multiple decades. Join Tony DeSare with a 
smashing trumpeter and exhilarating tap 
dancer as they give a fresh spin on such 
hits as “Night and Day,” “I Get a Kick Out 
of You,” “I’ve Got You Under My Skin,” “It’s 
De-Lovely” and “You’re the Top.” 

A JOURNEY FROM BACH 
TO BEETHOVEN
Friday, January 19 11:00 a.m.
•
Kevin Fitzgerald
Conductor

Take a ride through the ages from the  
music of Bach to Beethoven, stopping to 
check out Haydn and Mozart along the  
way. Beginning with the unforgettable 
opening notes of Beethoven’s Fifth,  
you’ll also experience Bach’s “Air on a  
G String” and travel from Beethoven’s  
First to his Ninth. 

AT THE BALLET I I
Friday, May 24 11:00 a.m.
•
Courtney Lewis
Conductor
The Florida Ballet
Jacksonville Dance Theatre

Graceful dancers from the Florida Ballet  
return to the Jacksonville Symphony, joined 
by the Jacksonville Dance Theatre, for a 
breathtaking, harmonious fusion of dance 
and symphonic art.

BEETHOVEN & 
TCHAIKOVSKY
Friday, September 15 11:00 a.m.
•
Kevin Fitzgerald
Conductor

Conductor Kevin Fitzgerald opens the  
Coffee Series with two of the greatest  
giants in music history. Tchaikovsky’s  
Tempest Overture is a deeply evocative 
work that captures the spirit of  
Shakespeare’s play in an unforgettable  
way, full of passion and turmoil, beauty  
and tenderness. A work most famous for  
its hauntingly beautiful second movement,  
the emotional depth and power of  
Beethoven’s Seventh makes it one of  
his most beloved symphonies. 

MUSIC OF THE KNIGHTS:  
PAUL MCCARTNEY,  
ELTON JOHN &  
ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER
Friday, February 23 11:00 a.m.
•
Kevin Fitzgerald
Conductor

Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber, Sir Elton John 
and Sir Paul McCartney are not only 
knights—they also happen to be three of 
the most successful songwriters of all time 
with careers that span decades. Music of 
the Knights® honors their lasting musical 
influence with songs like “Memory,” “I Don’t 
Know How to Love Him,” “Don’t Cry for Me, 
Argentina,” “The Phantom of the Opera,” 
“Circle of Life,” “Can You Feel the Love 
Tonight,” “Your Song,” “Don’t Let the Sun Go 
Down on Me,” “Yesterday” and “Hey Jude.” 

Mix and mingle with coffee and tea while enjoying 
the stirring music of our Coffee Series concerts, 
which feature a wide variety of performances from 
select classical and pops concert programs. 



CLASSICAL MIX TAPE
Thursday, October 26 6:30 p.m.
•
Courtney Lewis 
Conductor

Start off the Symphony in 60 Series by celebrating Jacksonville’s 
Pride Month with a concert featuring classical ‘hits’ hand-selected by 
Music Director Courtney Lewis. Enjoy a toast during the preconcert 
cocktail hour, then revel in driving dance rhythms from John Adams’ 
Nixon in China, Richard Wagner’s wild Tannhäuser Bacchanale  
and three fiery Latin dances from Manuel de Falla’s ballet,  
The Three-Cornered Hat. 

A JOURNEY FROM BACH TO BEETHOVEN
Thursday, January 18 6:30 p.m.
•
Kevin Fitzgerald 
Conductor

Take a ride through the ages from the music of Bach to Beethoven, 
stopping to check out Haydn and Mozart along the way. Hear the 
journey from Bach’s “Air on a G String” to the unforgettable opening  
notes of Beethoven’s Fifth.

THE FOUR SEASONS
Thursday, February 29 6:30 p.m.
•
Courtney Lewis 
Conductor
Adelya Nartadjieva 
Violin

Join Music Director Courtney Lewis, the Symphony and  
Concertmaster Adelya Nartadjieva as she transports you with
her mesmerizing solos through Antonio Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons  
and Astor Piazzolla’s The Four Seasons of Buenos Aires. 

AT THE BALLET I I
Thursday, May 23 6:30 p.m.
•
Courtney Lewis 
Conductor
The Florida Ballet
Jacksonville Dance Theatre

Graceful dancers from the Florida Ballet return to the Jacksonville 
Symphony, joined by the Jacksonville Dance Theatre, for a  
breathtaking, harmonious fusion of dance and symphonic art.

SYM 60+
 4 Symphony in 60 Concerts

+ 2 Tickets to a Florida Blue Classical   
  Series concert of your choice

+ 5  Drink Tickets

 $120 Full Series  $30 Single Tickets

This highly popular series is back with fun, 
must-see performances that are kicked  
off with a casual and lively cocktail hour  
in the lobby and introductions to the music  
by the conductor. Whether symphonic  
music is familiar or new to you, each concert 
shines with remarkable moments for all to  
experience—in just 60 marvelous minutes.
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SYMPHONY IN 60 SERIES
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
Cocktail Hour begins at 5:30 p.m.
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BIG BAND FEATURE:  
EAST TO WEST
Sunday, November 19 3:00 p.m.
•
The Jacksonville Jazz Collective

The full Jacksonville Jazz Collective blows 
open the inaugural Jazz Series with a tour of 
big band music, from the energetic swing 
of the East Coast to the cool, sophisticated 
style of the West. 

MID-CENTURY  
MODERN COMBO
Sunday, January 21 3:00 p.m.
•
The Jacksonville Jazz Collective

Members of the Jacksonville Jazz Collective 
take you back to the era when the trio was 
king, with sizzling hits from the likes of Bill 
Evans, Oscar Peterson, Nat Cole and more. 
Sit back and listen to the cool. 

ABSENCE:  
TERENCE BLANCHARD, 
E-COLLECTIVE & TURTLE 
ISLAND STRING QUARTET
Sunday, May 5 6:30 p.m.
•
Terence Blanchard 
Trumpet
E-Collective
Turtle Island Quartet

Superstar trumpeter Terence Blanchard 
wraps up the season’s Jazz Series with a 
stellar fusion of his acclaimed band,  
E-Collective, and the double-GRAMMY®- 
winning Turtle Island Quartet in a program 
of original work and arrangements of 
Wayne Shorter’s music. Blanchard’s brilliant 
compositions also incorporate a string 
quartet, widening his signature spectrum  
of color and expression. 

Full Series
$150 • $126 • $96

Single Tickets
$57 • $47 • $37
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The Jazz Series is curated by the
Jacksonville Symphony’s Principal Tuba 
and Jacksonville Jazz Collective Director,  
James Jenkins. 

JAZZ SERIES
Savor your Sunday with the riveting rhythms of swing 
and other jazz tunes performed by sensational local  
and national talent. Experience the magnitude of jazz 
with an invigorating big band concert, an intimate trio 
performance and a finale spotlighting today’s most 
groundbreaking jazz stars. From exhilarating moments 
of improv to splashy riffs that sing from the stage,  
discover even more of what Jacksonville’s musical  
culture has to offer and explore an entirely new world  
of music inside Jacoby Symphony Hall.

•
Terence
Blanchard



“ It brings me tremendous 
joy to see how music brings 
people together and how 
many of them make us part 
of their holiday traditions,  
as these are cherished  
traditions of my own. I look 
forward to performing this 
music for our audience  
every season.”
Susan Pardue Viola
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Presented by

Classical  
Subscriber  
Perk!

Add Holiday Pops to your  
Florida Blue Classical Series 
package now and get the  
best seats before they go on 
sale to the general public! 

Handel’s Messiah
Saturday, December 16 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 17 3:00 p.m.
•
Courtney Lewis
Conductor
Jacksonville Symphony Chorus
•
George Frideric Handel
Messiah

Music Director Courtney Lewis and the 
Symphony are joined by the brightest solo 
voices and the full Jacksonville Symphony 
Chorus to deliver the uplifting and majestic 
gift of Handel’s Messiah. Shining with hope, 
inspiration and sheer joy, its message of 
faith has brought audiences to their feet 
since its premiere in 1742. Don’t miss being 
part of this tradition and experiencing  
what has been heralded as “the greatest 
story ever told...the most majestic music 
ever conceived.”

First Coast Nutcracker
Friday, December 15 8:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 16 2:00 & 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 17 2:00 p.m.
•
Kevin Fitzgerald
Conductor
•
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
The Nutcracker

Be immersed in a dream of pure  
enchantment and vivid imagination with 
the Jacksonville Symphony’s First Coast 
Nutcracker, a treasured community 
tradition and the only local Nutcracker 
performance with live music, featuring the 
musicians of the Jacksonville Symphony. 
Watch as your favorite winter fairy tale casts 
its magic with ballet dancers, a sparkling  
set design and the Symphony in full 
splendor. You’ll be showered in a firework 
performance that bursts with colorful  
melodies and holiday joy.

Holiday Specials
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Exclusive  
Subscriber Benefits
Everyone has access to experience extraordinary 
music performed by the Jacksonville Symphony...
but subscribers get so much more!

All subscribers receive:

•  The Seats You Love: All subscribers are assigned seats first.

•  Early Access to Specials: Subscribers have first access to  
 our most sought-after special performances: Carmen, First Coast  
 Nutcracker and the FIS Symphonic Night at the Movies Series.  
 Take advantage of this benefit and secure the best seats now!

•  Up to 25% Off: Subscribers can add tickets to their package  
 for a discounted price (varies by package size).

•  No Handling Fees: Save the 15% ticket fee on any tickets purchased  
 throughout the season. 

•  Free Ticket Exchanges: Subscribers can exchange their tickets  
 for another concert at any time by calling the Box Office. 

•  Discounted Parking: Subscribers get first access to season-long  
 parking for just $8 a night compared to as much as $20 a night. 

•  First to Know: Subscribers are the first to know about Jacksonville  
 Symphony updates and announcements, including first access to  
 any concerts added throughout the season.

Your Adventure
Begins Here
Subscriptions & Renewals

“ Some people may think 
they need to know a lot 
about the music in order 
to enjoy it or appreciate 
it. But, if the music makes 
you feel something, think 
of something, makes you 
want to dance, smile or 
anything else, then that’s 
what it’s for. Music is  
for everyone.”
Steven Merrill Principal Percussion
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Curated Series
Why choose a curated series?

When you subscribe to a curated Florida Blue Classical Series,
Pops Series or Coffee Series, you are guaranteed the same seats  
for the entire season and save up to 25% on your package!

2023/24 Season Curated Subscription Prices
Area A Area B Area C Area D

Classical 11 Non-Subscriber Price $924 $781 $561 $319

Subscriber Price $693 $583 $418 $242

Classical 8 Non-Subscriber Price $672 $568 $408 $232

Subscriber Price $570 $482 $346 $198

Pops 10 Non-Subscriber Price $840 $710 $510 $290

 Subscriber Price $672 $568 $406 $232

Coffee 8 Non-Subscriber Price $352 $288 $240 $200

Subscriber Price $318 $258 $216 $180

All concerts are in Robert E. Jacoby Symphony Hall at the Jacksonville Center for the Performing Arts 
unless otherwise noted. All programs, dates, artists and ticket prices are subject to change.

Any patron requiring special assistance is encouraged to  
call the Box Office in advance of the concert at 904.354.5547.

Jacoby Symphony Hall
Classical / Pops Series

  Area A: $84   

  Area B: $71    

  Area C: $51   

  Area D: $29

The following concerts are included in the Florida Blue  
Classical 8 Series:

Beethoven, Brahms & Dinnerstein October 20 & 21

Mahler’s Symphony for Alma November 10 & 11

Tchaikovsky & Barber December 1 & 2

Mozart, Vivaldi & Handel January 26 & 27

Rachmaninoff’s Second Symphony February 16 & 17

Saint-Saëns’ Organ Symphony March 8 & 9

The Pines & Fountains of Rome April 26 & 27

Symphonie Fantastique June 7 & 8
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Create Your  
Own Series
Easy, Flexible and Just For You

A Create Your Own Series allows you to pick any concert, at any point 
in the season. You choose your favorites and create the Jacksonville 
Symphony experience that’s perfect for you! 

You also receive all the perks of being a subscriber: early access to 
tickets, best seats and prices, no-fee ticket exchanges and other  
subscriber-only benefits.  

Fill out the Create  
Your Own worksheet:

•  Choose the concerts  
 you would like to attend 

•  Circle the day you  
 would like to attend

•  Circle the seating/price  
 type you prefer

•  List the quantity and total 
 price for each concert

To place your order:
•  Call the Box Office  
 at 904.354.5547 
 or
•  Subscribe online  
 at JaxSymphony.org
 or
•  Return invoice by Mail

Subscribing 
is easy! 

The more concerts you choose,  
the more you save!

Need help choosing your season? 
Call one of our friendly patron service  
representatives, and they’ll help you  
create the season that’s perfect for you.

6-9 save 10 %

10-14 save 15 % 

15+ save 20 %

Jacoby Symphony Hall
Coffee Series

 Area 1: $44   

 Area 2: $36   

 Area 3: $30  

 Area 4: $25

LL

KK

JJ

HH

GG

FF

EE

DD

CC

BB

AA

Z

Y

X

W

V

U

T

S

R

Q

 

 

M

L

K

J

H

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

M

L

K

J

H

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

LL

KK

JJ

HH

GG

FF

EE

DD

CC

BB

AA

Z

Y

X

W

V

U

T

S

R

Q

 

 

M

L

K

J

H

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

Bo
x 

18
Bo

x 
14

Bo
x 

10

Bo
x 

16
Bo

x 
12

Box 17
Box 13

Box 9

Box 15
Box 11

Bo
x 

6
Bo

x 
2

Bo
x 

8
Bo

x 
4

Box 5
Box 1

Box 7
Box 3

J

H

G

F

E

D

C

J

H

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

B

A

H

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

H

G

F

E

D

C

B

A

Bo
x 

36
Bo

x 
32

Bo
x 

28

Bo
x 

26

Bo
x 

24

Bo
x 

30

Bo
x 

22

Orchestra Level

Stage

Mezzanine Level

Grand Tier

F

E

D

C

F

E

D

C

H

G

H

G

Bo
x 

38
Bo

x 
34

Bo
x 

20

Box 39
Box 35

Box 33

Box 29
Box 21

Box 25
Box 23

Box 37
Box 31

Box 27
Box 41

Bo
x 

40

Bo
x 

50

Box 51

Terrace Left

Te
rr

ac
e 

Ri
gh

t



2023/24 Season

FIS Symphonic
Night at the  
Movies Series
E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial
September 22 & 23
•
Home Alone
November 17 & 18
•
Harry Potter and the  
Half Blood Prince™
in Concert
March 15 & 16

Coffee Series
Beethoven & Tchaikovsky
September 15
•
Star Wars & More:
The Music of John Williams!
November 3
•
Holiday Pops
December 8
•
A Journey from Bach
to Beethoven
January 19
•
Music of the Knights:  
Paul McCartney, Elton John  
& Andrew Lloyd Webber
February 23
•
Rodgers & Hammerstein
Celebration!
March 22
•
Let’s Misbehave:  
Tony DeSare Sings  
Cole Porter
April 19
•
At the Ballet II
May 24

Concert  
Organ Series
Sponsored by JF Bryan

Greg Zelek in Recital
October 14
•
Brass, Organ & Percussion
February 10
•
Organ Chamber Music
May 4

Holidays & Specials
First Coast Nutcracker
Presented by VyStar

December 15, 16 & 17
•
Handel’s Messiah
December 16 & 17

Jazz Series
Big Band Feature:
East to West
November 19
•
Mid-Century Modern Combo
January 21
•
Absence: Terence Blanchard, 
E-Collective & Turtle Island
String Quartet
May 5
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Florida Blue
Classical Series
Beethoven, Schumann &
Liebermann
September 29 & 30
•
Beethoven, Brahms &
Dinnerstein
October 20 & 21
•
Mahler’s Symphony
for Alma
November 10 & 11
•
Tchaikovsky & Barber
December 1 & 2
•
Rhapsody in Blue &
Rachmaninoff
January 5 & 6
•
Mozart, Vivaldi & Handel
January 26 & 27
•
Rachmaninoff’s
Second Symphony
February 16 & 17
•
Saint-Saëns’  
Organ Symphony
March 8 & 9
•
The Pines & Fountains
of Rome
April 26 & 27
•
Adelya Plays  
The Lark Ascending
May 17 & 18
•
Symphonie Fantastique
June 7 & 8

Opera
Carmen
April 12 & 14

Symphony  
in 60 Series
Classical Mix Tape
October 26
•
A Journey from Bach
to Beethoven
January 18
•
The Four Seasons
February 29
•
At the Ballet II
May 23

33  •  Your Adventure Begins Here

Paysafe  
Pops Series
The Music of Earth,  
Wind & Fire Featuring  
Serpentine Fire
October 6 & 7
•
Star Wars & More:
The Music of John Williams!
November 3 & 4
•
Holiday Pops
December 7, 8, 9 & 10
•
Women Rock!  
The Music of Carole King,  
Pat Benatar, Heart & More
January 12 & 13
•
The King, Queen & Prince
of Rock & Roll
February 2 & 3
•
Music of the Knights:  
Paul McCartney, Elton John  
& Andrew Lloyd Webber
February 23 & 24
•
Rodgers & Hammerstein
Celebration!
March 22 & 23
•
Let’s Misbehave:  
Tony DeSare Sings  
Cole Porter
April 19 & 20
•
Dancin’ in the Streets:
The Sounds of Motown
May 10 & 11
•
Michael Cavanaugh:  
The Music of Billy Joel  
& More
May 31 & June 1

Symphony Gala
March 2, 2024

Thank You! 
With your support, countless lives in the  
Jacksonville community have been enriched,  
uplifted and inspired through music and the  
education it provides. The Jacksonville Symphony 
thanks you for your dedication to the arts,  
and because of you, we are able to embark  
on boundless musical possibilities together. 

SAVE THE DATE


