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The Orchestra




String Family
A The string family is the largest family in

the orchestra.

A It consists of violins, violas, cellos and
basses.

Viola Violin

A String instruments produce sound by
vibrating the strings when plucked or
bowed.

Cello
Bass
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Violin

A The violin is the smallest of the string
instruments. This means that it is the
highest pitched.

A There are so many violins that they are
split into first violin and second violin
sections.

A The first violins often play the melody.

A The second violins often play a
supporting role (accompaniment).

Click here to meet a Jacksonville Symphony violinist!



https://www.jaxsymphony.org/musicians/melissa-barrett/

Viola

A The viola is the middle voice of violin
the string family.

A The viola looks like the violin, but
it is bigger and has a lower
register. viola

A Violas often play a supporting role >
(accompaniment).

Click here to meet a Jacksonville Symphony violist!



https://www.jaxsymphony.org/musicians/susan-pardue/

Cello

A The cello is much larger and lower
than the viola.

A The cello rests on the ground
when played and sits between the
player’s knees.

A The cello provides a lower voice
for the string section.

Click here to meet a Jacksonville Symphony cellist!



https://www.jaxsymphony.org/musicians/alex-romanenko/

Bass (Double Bass)

A The bass is the largest of the
string instruments.

A Itis also the lowest pitched
instrument in the string section.

Click here to meet a Jacksonville Symphony bassist!



https://www.jaxsymphony.org/musicians/john-wieland/

Harp

A The Harp is the oldest string
instrument in the orchestra.

A The harp has 47 multicolored
strings and 7 pedals.

A The instrument is played by
plucking the strings.

A The pedals change the position of
the strings.

Click here to meet a Jacksonville Symphony harpist!



https://www.jaxsymphony.org/musicians/kayo-ishimaru/

Woodwind Family

A The woodwind section sits in the middle -
of the orchestra behind the strings.

A It consists of flutes, oboes, clarinets, i
saxophones and bassoons.

i
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A Saxophones are not commonly used in %
the orchestra. -]
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A Woodwind players blow air into their {:
instruments to produce sound. &
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Types of Woodwinds

Double Reeds Single Reeds Flutes
A Bassoons, oboes, English A Clarinet, bass clarinet, A Flute, piccolo, recorders
horns, oboe d’amore bassett horn, saxophones
A The only woodwind
A Use a double reed A Use asingle reed instrument that does not use
a reed




Flute

A The flute is the only woodwind instrument
that does not use a reed.

A The flute family also includes the piccolo,
alto flute, bass flute and contrabass flute.

Click here to meet a Jacksonville Symphony flutist!



https://www.jaxsymphony.org/musicians/les-roettges/

Oboe

A The oboe is the smallest double
reed instrument.

A The oboe usually tunes the
orchestra to an A before they play.

A The oboe family also consists of
the English horn and the oboe
d'amore.

Click here to meet the Jacksonville Symphony oboist!



https://www.jaxsymphony.org/musicians/eric-olson/

Clarinet

A The clarinet is a single reed
instrument.

A The clarinet family also consists of
the E-flat clarinet, bass clarinet,
bassett horn, bass clarinet and
contrabass clarinet.
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Bassoon

A The bassoon is the larger of the double
reed instruments.

A The bassoon folded up stands over 4 feet
tall. If stretched out, it has over 8 feet of
tubing!

A The bassoon family also consists of the
contrabassoon.

Click here to meet the Jacksonville Symphony bassoonist.



https://www.jaxsymphony.org/musicians/anthony-anurca/

Brass Family

A The brass family sits in the
back of the orchestra
because they are so loud!

A The brass family consists of
the horn, trumpet,
trombone and tuba.

A Brass players produce
sound by using air to vibrate
their lips.

A Most brass instruments have
three valves (except the
trombone, which uses a

slide).



